From the

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The following story was shared through an email by one of our members.

There once was a man named George Thomas, pastor in a small New England town.
One Easter Sunday morning he came to the church carrying a rusty, bent, old bird
cage, and set it by the pulpit.

Eyebrows were raised and, as if in respon:
walking through town yesterday when | saw a young boy coming toward me swinging
this bird cage. On the bottom of the cage were three little wild birds, shivering with cold

and fright. I stopped the |l ad and asked,
old birds, o came the reply. AWhat are yo
home and have fun with 6em, i he answered
feathers to make O6em fight. | dm gonna ha
those birds sooner or | ater. What will y
little boy. ATheyodll 1ike the birds. | 6l
The pastor was silent for a moment. i HO v
AHuh?? 111 Why, you dondét want them birds
They dondt sing. They aindt even pretty!
boy sized up the pastor as if he were cr a:z:

The pastor reached in his pocket and took out a ten dollar bill. He place it in the boys
hand. In a flash, the boy was gone. The pastor picked up the cage and gently carried
it to the end of the alley where there was a tree and a grassy spot. Setting the cage
down, he opened the door, and by softly tapping the bars persuaded the birds out,
setting them free. Well, that explained the empty cage on the pulpit, and then the
pastor began to tell this story:

One day Satan and Jesus were having a conversation. Satan had just come from the

Garden of Eden, and he began boasting. f
down there. Set me a trap, wused bait | Kk
are you going to do with them?0 Jesus ask

S (
|l 6m gonna teach them how to marry and di v
each other, how to drink an smoke and cur



guns and bombs and kil each other. |l 6m really gonne
them?0 Jesus asked. inOh, I 61 | kil |l 6em, 0 Satan gl ar
iOh, you dondét want those peopl e. They ainodt No goOoCc
spit on you, curse you, and kil you. You donot wa
l ooked at Jesus and sneered, AAl'l your blood, tears,
The pastor picked up the cage and walked from the pulpit.

In the season of Lent we remember Jesus paid the pri ¢
much. We sin all the time. We forget about God and His Word. We fail to trust Him fully and love as we have
been loved. And yet Jesus willingly went to the cross and gave up his life to pay the price for our sins.

Godbés |l ove is that big. Hi s grace is that amazing.
undeserved, and unbelievabl e. I n this holy season, I
In His service,

Pastor Steven Voigt

LAKE COUNTRY LUTHERAN CAMPAIGN

By now most of you have heard that a generous donor has offered to give a $3 million dollar gift § Lak
Country Lutheran High School if the High School Association raises $6 million dollars by February 2842010
Many of our Covenant members have made a pledge to the Lake Country Campaign. Thank you for yo
interest in Lutheran education and your generous gifts. As of February 19, gifts to the Campai@n tot
$5,153,000.

In January Pastor Voigt and Chairman of the congregation, John Wright, met with Mr. Todd Moritz, (O o
the Lutheran High School Association, and Mr. Tim Young Eagle, Campaign Director, to explofe the
possibility of Covenant Lutheran Church making a pledge to the Lake Country Campaign. The Highgscho
Association was willing to forgive our previojs

The Mission and Ministry Council approved an agreement with the Lutheran High School Associatiog at it
February meeting. The details of the agreement are as follows:

1. Covenant will pledge $25,000 to be paid in annual increments of $5000 with the final amount gaid
before February28, 2015.

2. Covenant will make a quota payment in 2010 of $51,000. (This is our budgeted amount for 2010

3. Covenant's future quota payments will be at least $3000 per student (This school year we hafje 17
students;next year we project 12 students.)

4. The Association will write off the arrearage attributed to Covenant for previous years of $58,050.92

This $25,000 pledge amounts to $416.66 per monfihe first payment for this year will be made
March. We will make 10 payments in 2010 totaling $4,168/e budget ed fundsjf t'|
Reductiono in our Early Childhood Center buddget
full, we will redirect some of these funds to this Lake Country Campaign. Please note that all of thefjmone
directed to this Lake Country Campaign pledge will come from money already budgeted for the yegf 201
For this reason, Voterds action was not s a
members informed as to this agreement. Reducing our long term liabilities by $58,050 will be of greatgbene
to our congregation.

Please pray for the Lutheran High School Association of Greater Milwaukee and our three area Luthegan Hi
Schools. We value our partnership in this educational ministry. Thank you for your generous gigs an
offerings which enable us to move forward in the mission Christ has given to us to seek and save thejlost ¢
make disciples. If you have questions or comments, please see Pastor Voigt or John Wright.
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Alva Heup
Luther Manor 4535 N. 92nd St.; 20B
Wauwatosa, WI 53225
414-466-3695

On a farm in Dodgeville, WI, 95 years ago, the Lee family had a baby girl named Alva on February 20, 191
Soon her sister was born and then her mother died. After the death of their mother the two girls were ser
live with their grandmother who was already caring for 10 children.

Soon Alva learned how to take care of a house; the cleaning, washing, etc. She then got a job working ft
preachers family in Dodgeville. A year later the preacher and his family moved to Sturgeon Bay taking Al
along. Then in 1937, Alva came to Milwaukee and got a job downtown and later got a job at Oster Mfg. H
evenings were spent with friends dancing at the
was during this time that she met Frank Heup. On January 18, 1938 Alva and Frank were married. They he
daughter named Carol and eventually bought a house in the Covenant neighborhood. In the December of :
the Heup family joined Covenant.

Over the years Alva has belonged to many different groups and worked all the fundraisers they sponsot

Sheds been a | ong time member of Covenantods Ladi
the Red Hat Ladies and Golden Ages and has volunteered at Wellington Park Senior Center. Recently
article, AWhat do Seniors Citizens Get Out of V
about how seniors who volunteer may actwually Iiwv

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES
AOur Saviorodéds Wounded

During our Midweek Lenten services this year, we will reflect on the sacrifice
that Christ Jesus made for us as He offered his life for our sins. He experienced
real, physical pain and suffering. Each week we will focus on another part of
our Saviorés body that was bruised
gave His |Iife to pay for our sins.
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon
him, and by his woulsads535ve are heal ed

Please join us each Wednesday in Lent at 11:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m.

March 3: His Battered Back (John 19:1)

March 10: His Faithful Feet (Matthew 28:9)
March 17: The Savi oJdohd $9:2835)d e
March 24: His Unbroken Bones (John 19:31-36)

Good Friday Worship, April 2
1:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 4
7:00 a.m. - Sunrise Service

8:00 - 10:00 a.m. - Easter Breakfast

8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. - Easter Festival Service with Holy Communion
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Youth & Family
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EASTER BREAKFAST
April 4
8:00 a.m.- 10:00 a.m
If you would like to donate to help
offset the cost of the Easter Breakfast¥
would be greatly appreciated.
Items needed include: orange juice,
plates, silverware, cups, milk. Cash¥
donations are also welcome. The Ea
Breakfast is a fundraiser for our Youth
as they prepare for the National YoutF
Gathering coming up in July 2010. %

EASTER EGG HUNT
April 3
10:00 a.m.
Easter is more than just an egg hunt
we encourage you to invite a friend tQ
share the Easter story with them. Th
is a sigaup sheet in the Narthex if you:
are interested in attending. This yea
we would like to have an idea on how
many may come. If you would also I|k
to donate any other candy, stuffed
animals, or toys it would greatly be %
appreciated.
www.covenantlutheran.net

National Youth Gathering

Red Envelope Fundraiser
There are envelopes numbered 1-144, hung on
the board outside the coat room for congregational

/)

)

members to take and fill with the $ amount found
on the outside of the envelope. For instance, if
someone takes # 42, they will put in $42. If all are
filled, the youth will raise $10,000. This will be split
between the 12 that are attending the NYG.
Please write your name on the envelope, if you
wish to get credit towards your contributions.
Also indicated is what you will be receiving from a
youth, as a sponsor to the group, whether it is a
postcard, email, or special dinner.
Check out the board for more detalils.

@@

$7%

So far there has been a contribution of $345.00
Thank you so much for
your support.

/ National Youth Gathering
July 16 - 23, 2010
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Ellols

Save the Date
VBS
August 2-6

.~ Family Fest

7% Sunday, August 8
T A
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OUTREACH

Northwest Students were given a
pencil attached to a Valentine
card inviting them to worship
with us.

Child Care children and their
families were gi
Love Sooo Big,
and an invitation to worship

with us.

ity Boa
find
d fo ryou 10
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© il be sign up sheet®

ou to sign uP

Outreach Opportunities

Wednesday, March 3, at 10:00 a.m. 0 Addressing Easter
Postcards to Northwest and Covenant Childcare families.

Fill Easter eggs for the Easter egg hunt, assembling
Northwest gifts for spring hand out, and assembling Easter
packets that will go out to the neighbors in our community.

Wednesday, March 24 6 We will be calling Northwest and

Childcare Families, checking to see if they got the mailing
we sent out, wish them a Happy Easter holiday
and take any prayer requests. A script will be
provided for those who have a hard time to
know what to say or how to say it.




