
 

C
O

V
E

N
A

N
T

 L
U

T
H

E
R

A
N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 
Å
 V

O
LU

M
E

 4
5
 
Å
 
N
U
M
B
E
R
 
1
0

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

When the calendar turns to November, we 
think of Thanksgiving.  Are you approaching 
this season with a thankful heart?  How has the year gone for you?  Maybe the down-
turn in the economy has affected you.  Maybe youôve had some health issues.  Maybe 
family concerns are weighing you down.  No matter what our circumstances in life, as 
children of God we always have reason to be thankful.  Do you make it a regular    
practice to say ñThank Youò to God, to others? 
 

Why is it good to say ñThank Youò?  Of course, we know itôs polite.  Weôve been taught 
this social courtesy since we were little.  But did you know that those who make a point 
to practice gratitude also sleep better, exercise more, feel more optimistic and less   
materialistic, are more empathetic and joyful, perhaps even have sharper minds?  ñAs 
science is now proving, feeling grateful can actually make us healthier, literally,ò       
according to an article in Readerôs Digest.  When three groups were studied, the group 
that concentrated on things they were grateful for reported fewer negative physical 
symptoms such as headaches or colds, and they were active in ways that were good 
for them.  Simply put, those who were grateful had a higher quality of life.  A feeling of 
gratitude really gets people to do something, to become more compassionate.  The 
emotional and physical benefits of gratitude are truly amazing. 
 

If we think about it, Scripture encourages us to be grateful.  One verse in particular 
says that, even when making requests of God, we ought to do so in an attitude of 
thankfulness.  ñIn everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your     
requests be known to Godò (Philippians 4:6).  Start showing gratitude today by writing 
down the things that you are thankful for.  Such a list might include things like food 
clothing, and shelter; house, home, and family; the things that God provides for our 
physical life and well-being.  We might also include spiritual blessings such as          
forgiveness of sins, new life in Jesus, and the precious hope of life in heaven.  God 
gives all this to us and more! 
 

Our response to all that God has done for us is THANKSLIVING.  We live each day 
with an attitude of gratitude  . . and see the benefits to our mental, physical, emotional, 
and spiritual health..  Throughout the year, let thankfulness and a merry heart dominate 
your thinking and your life ï and be ready to reap the benefits! 
 

Joy and peace in Jesus, 
 

Pastor Steve Voigt N
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Desk of the Pastor 

TIDINGS  



 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
 

We have entered the final quarter of the year.  Here is an update on our finances for the year from    
January 1 through September 30 and a comparison of this year to last year. 
 

2009 2008 
 

Offerings and Interest:  $296,948   Offerings and Interest:  $330,098 
Child Care Income:  $205,520   Child Care Income:  $177,150 
Total Income:  $502,468    Total Income:  $507,248 
 

Total Expenses:  $511,356    Total Expenses:  $526,818 
 

Deficit on September 30:  $8,888   Deficit on September 30:  $19,570 
 
Now to ask a fine Lutheran question ï What does this mean?   
 

Offerings are down slightly this year but Child Care income is up.  We have spent less money this year 
through nine months.  The bottom line is that we have a deficit through three quarters of the year of 
$8888.  Notice that this deficit is over $10,000 less than the deficit at this point last year and we ended 
2008 with no deficit. 
 

Overall, the news is encouraging but we still have a lot of work to do.  If we give in proportion to the  
blessings we have received from God, if we strive to fulfill our pledges and put God first in our finances, I 
am confident that we can end 2009 with no deficit.  Thank you to all who have given so generously to the 
mission and     ministry of Covenant! 
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FALL STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS  
"WONDERS OF HIS LOVE"  

 

As Christians we are stewards or managers of all the gifts God has given us.  This is quite a task, a task that 
we, on our own, are incapable of carrying out.  Yet, we donôt have a choice.  All Christians are called to be 
stewards.  We are not left on our own though.  The God who calls us equips us as well.  "May the God of 
peace . . equip you with everything good for doing His will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, 
through Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen." (Hebrews 13:20-21) 
 

During the month of November we will spend two Sundays learning and growing under the theme "Wonders of 
His Love."   God has blessed us in amazing, wonderful ways.  Weôll think about the blessings God has given 
and the ways that we can properly use and manage Godôs blessings under the following themes: 
 

 November 8  -  Wonders of His Love: Time and Talents 
 November 15  -  Wonders of His Love - Money 

 

Our Fall Stewardship Emphasis will culminate with Loyalty Sunday on November 15.  Please make every effort 
to be present in worship November 8 and 15 as we discuss our stewardship of God's gifts and blessings.   



 

 
YOUTH & FAMILY  
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TURKEY BOWLING! 

Jr. High and High School 

Covenant Youth  

Sunday, November 22 

at St. Mark, Janesville 

12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 

Please bring a snack and drink to share. 
 

Sign -up in the Youth Room to attend by  

Sunday, November  15; we need to know how many 

lanes and turkeys we are going to need. 

/0")z4 "3, '"-- '&45*7"-  

Concordia University Wisconsin in Albrecht Lounge 
Friday, November 6 

5:30pm - 8:00pm 
For ages K-4 to 5th Grade and their guardians 

RSVP by November 2  

cuwchildrensministry@yahoo.com 

Or contact: Ruth Bernau (507-573-2743) or Sarah White (847-826-1765) 

 
 

Puppets 
Games 

Crafts 
Trick - or - Treating  Cookie Decorating 

Youth Servant Event 

Mission  of Christ 

Saturday, November 21 

8:30 - Noon 
 

We will meet at church at 8:30 and car pool to Mission of Christ .  

Clean -  Up Day  
Saturday, November 7 

9:00am - Noon 
We will be going around our 

the neighborhood either  
raking leaves or picking-up  

garbage and doing a  
prayer walk.  



 

PARISH LIFE  
 

SPECIAL GIFTS & MEMO RIALS  
 

Capital Campaignééééééééééé.. $989.00 
Capital Improvementéééééééééé..$800.00 
Concordia,ééééééééééééé.é... .$34.00   
Food Pantryééééééééééééé.... $235.00 
Parking Lot Fundééééééééééé....$890.00 
Student Assistanceééééééééé... é..$25.00  
 
 

Foundation (gifts & memorials)  
 

Clarence Seyboldéé.$195.00 
 

 

LABORERS OF CHRIST 
 

ALTAR GUILD  

Debbie May (L) Nancy Keck 
Dawn Ames Jackie Steffen 
Debbie Iverson Judy Weiss 

  

 

****************************************  

 

GREETERS  

November 1  
  8:00 am - Norb & Suzanne Badten 
10:45 am - Bob & Jacquie Zeman 
 

November 8  
  8:00 am - Henry & Judy Weiss 
10:45 am - Joan Baumann and Georgia Cucinello  
  
November 15  
  8:00 am - Marilyn Rades and Jackie Steffen 
10:45 am - Linda & Joe Bath family 
 

November 22  
  8:00 am - Chuck & Marge Krause 
10:45 am - Larry & Shirley Parmelee 

 

Thanksgiving Eve, November 25  
  7:00 pm - Diana Gutknecht and Jane Buck 

 

Thanksgiving Day, November 26  
  9:00 am - Tom & Jane Buck 
 

November 29  
  8:00 am - Bud & Barb Bolling 
10:45 am - Tom & Jane Fleming family 

 

 

****************************************  

 

USHERS  

8:00 10:45 
Carlton Burgess Charles Baumann, Capt 
Faulkner Charles Georgia Cucinello 
Ernest Daufenbach Alex Gottsacker 
John Schmidt Chelsea Irvine 
Josh Schmidt Josh Voigt 
Robert Schmidt Ben Winefeld 
Dave Valdes Joe Winefeld 
Maria Valdes John Wright 
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THANK YOU   

 

Thank you for the special time of 
thanks and appreciation on Sunday, 
October 11.  Your kind words, your 
prayers, as well as the cards and gifts 
received in October are very much 
appreciated and treasured.  It is an 
honor and a blessing to serve as your 
pastor.   

 

      Pastor Steve and Sherry Voigt 
 

 

 

HEARTFELT THANKS  
 

Pastor and Micki Hauser express their 
gratitude for your kind words and gifts 
of appreciation extended to us a few 
Sundays ago.  It has been a privilege 
as well as a blessing to worship and 
praise our God together with you 
these many years.  ñTo God be the 
glory because of His love and        
faithfulness.ò  (Psalm 115) 

 

 



 
 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
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Frank E. Koepke  
 

 Frank Koepke has had a full life of volunteering.  He was born on October 28, 1921 in Milwaukee and was 
raised in the Lutheran Church ï Wisconsin Synod until he joined Covenant.  He met and married his wife at    
Saron Lutheran Church.  His wife and him had two daughters, Sueanne and Diane. In 1987 his wife died.   
 

Frank has been a member of the American Legion for the past 61 years.  During this time he held many jobs; he 
was a Post Commander, a 5th District Officer for 12 years, a Department Officer for 2 years, and a Captain of the 
Firing Squad for 30 years.  When a Veteran died and the family wanted a Bugler and a Firing Squad Frank was 
contacted.  He was on Traffic Duty at Ripon College for Badger Boys State games for 39 years.  In order to serve 
in the many different jobs in the American Legion he had to serve in some branch of the Armed Forces.  Frank 
was in the Army Air Force from 1942 - 1946 and served during WWII as a Sergeant in the Pacific for 3 ½ years. 
 

In 1995, he joined Covenant.  He formed a bond with Pastor Koch as they both had a great love of collecting 
trains.  Not long after joining the church there was a need for a new Elder and Frank was very obliging to help 
out.  He took on this volunteer service for two years and enjoyed it, all while getting to know many of the church 
members.   He spent many hours driving around and visiting new and absentee members.  And, for the last    
thirteen years he has enjoyed helping out as an Usher. 
 

Frank has also been a great help by the women of the congregation, in specific the Ladiesô Society and their   
annual Rummage Sale.  He was a great helper and seemed to enjoy his job with the women.  Another great joy 
of his is playing on Covenantôs Dartball team.  He says it makes him feel younger and as long as he can see the 
board and the guys put up with him, heôs going to play.   
 

Thanks for coming to Covenant Frank and Happy 88th Birthday!! 
 

Frank E. Koepke 
8025 W. Colfax Ct. 

Milwaukee, WI  53218 
414-461-8473 

 

MANY THANKS TO ALL!!  
My name is Nicole Valdes and as some of you may know my son and I were involved in a hit and run car       

accident on September 4.  Since then our lives have been turned upside down, as I need so much help doing 

every day things.  My family has been very helpful especially my husband, Brian. 
 

The injuries I sustained include road rash from the glass that was embedded in my left arm, a broken rib, a  

c-spine fracture, and a broken tooth.  The worst injury was my left collarbone that was fractured in 3 places 

and needed to be surgically repaired with 8 screws and a metal plate.  I suffered for 2 weeks in horrible pain 

before the operation.  Iôll need to have the metal removed after 9-12 months of healing. 
 

Kyle, my youngest son, was also in the car and thank God he only had cuts and bruises.  His car seat saved 

his life. 
 

This has been financially rough on us because Brian is between jobs and I had just gotten a new job when 

the accident happened and currently we do not have any medical insurance.   
 

We are waiting for a settlement but in the meantime the bills continue to pile up.  That is why; the gift     

certificates and food donations weôve received from our Covenant family have been so appreciated.   
 

My whole family thanks you from the bottom of our hearts and is very grateful for all you have done. 
 

Please keep us in your prayers and God bless you all! 
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 Welcome! 
Jamari Wlson has started full 

time in our two year old room.  
Itõs been fun having another boy 
in there for Alex Marquardt to 

play with every day.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Market Day is an ongoing fundraiser for Northwest Lutheran 
School.  Each month, Market Day order forms are placed in the 
magazine rack just inside the north entrance to the narthex. 
Market Day features a variety of food items for you to order; 
steaks, seafood, poultry, side dishes, fruits & vegetables,  
breakfast items, desserts, etc.  Place your completed order 
form in the church office.  You pay for your order when you pick 
it up from the Northwest gym on the appointed day each month.  
A percentage of the sales go to Northwest Lutheran School.  

 

òWe Give Thanksó by Harry Jewell 
 

Our Father in Heaven, We give thanks for the pleasure of gathering together for this occasion.  
We give thanks for this food Prepared by loving hands.  

We give thanks for life, The freedom to enjoy it all  
And all other blessings. As we partake of this food,  

We pray for health and strength To carry on and try to live as You would have us.  
This we ask in the name of Christ, Our Heavenly Father. 

 

November News  

 

NWLS SCRIP  
Scrip is available for purchase 

between services and after the 

late service.  Buy groceries, 

gas, restaurant, and retail gift 

cards dollar for dollar and 

Northwest receives a percent-

age.  Please see Julie Pergande, 

the Northwest Rep., for more 

information or for a list of gift 

cards available. 

4119 N. 81 St., Milw., WI  
414-463 -4040  

 

THRIVENT GIVING PLUS PROGRAM 
 

Thrivent members are reminded to take 
advantage of the Giving Plus program 
which matches 50 cents on every dollar 
given to the Covenant Early Childhood 
Center.  Contributions to the childcare 
will help to offset our deficit for the year.  
Forms are available in the narthex.  If you 
have questions, speak with Pastor Voigt.   

 

CLOSED THANKSGIVNG DAY 
 

The childcare center will be closed on 
Thanksgiving Day, but will remain open 
on the Friday following Thanksgiving.  
The   attendance is  usually low on that 
day, so please let us know if your child 
will or will not be attending on that day, 
so we can be staffed accordingly. 



 

November 1  

Gale Loehrl 

November 2  

Harriet Blair  

Crystal Schmidt  

November 4  

Maddie Hurda  

Kaye Maletzke  

Bill Young 

November 5  

Micki Hauser  

Ross McDonell 

Larry Parmelee  

November 7  

Sharon Bonesho 

November 8  

Bodie Weeks  

November 9  

DeAnna Daniels 

November 10  

Alesha Her  

November 13  

Margaret Krause  

Emily Voigt  

November 14  

Kylie Matz  

Scott Newton  

Susan Wendt  

November 15  

Susan Hurst  

November 16  

Christina North  

November 17  

Sophia Balistreri  

November 18  

Johanna Heinzel  

November 19  

Diana Stewart -Hankins 

Joanne Wiedenhoeft  

November 20  

Bill Picchiottino  

November 21  

Nicki Rust  

November 22  

Bob Patten  

November 23  

Bill Campbell 

November 24  

Andrew Balistreri  

Olivia Vogt  

November 26  

Joe Bath  

Wally Wilde  

November 27  

Ida Nusslock  
 

 BI RTHDAYS 

November 2  

Bill & Marion Campbell  

November 3  

Leon & Carolyn Kramer 

November 6  

Tim & Becky Wallinger  

November 10  

Mel & Anita Richter  

November 12  

Jim & Colleen Gottsacker  

November 18  

Mario & Karen Carini  

November 20  

Bob & Sue Wehner  

November 22  

Donald & Katherine Dorn  

If your birthday or anniversary was omitted, please call the Church Office (464-2410) . 

 ANNIVERSARIES  CHURCH OFFICE PHONE:  

414-464-2410 

WEB SITE: covenantlutheran.net 

E-MAIL:  

covenantlutheran@sbcglobal.net 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Friday; 8 am - 1:30 pm 

 (Closed Fridays -  

 June, July & August) 

PASTOR:  Steven Voigt  

YOUTH & FAMILY DIRECTOR :   

Jennifer Charles 

CHURCH SECRETARY:  

Christy Irvine-Bachmann 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD PHONE :  

414-438-9712 

EARLY CHILDHOOD HOURS :  

Monday - Friday; 6 am - 6 pm 

DIRECTOR:  Marcia Rosynek 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday - 8 am & 10:45 am 

 (Summer Schedule: 8 & 10 am) 

Monday - 6:30 pm 

Family Education Hour: 

Sunday - 9:30 am  

 (September - May) 

Communion Service: 

 1st & 3rd Sunday - 8 am 

 2nd & 4th Sunday - 10:45 am  

  (Summer Schedule - 10 am) 

 last Monday - 6:30 pm 

Sorry this is a Christian Bookstoreé  Itõs all non-fiction  
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NOVEMBER 2009 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

8:00 am  
     Worship/Com 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

All Saints  
Sunday  

2 

1:00 pm  
     Ladiesô Bd Mtg 
6:30 pm Worship  
6:30 pm  
     Prayer Team 
6:30 pm  
     Girl Scouts 
 
 

3 

6:30 pm  
     Healthy Heart 
6:30 pm 
     Stephen Min. 

 

 
 

4 

8:30 am  
     NW Chapel 
7:30 pm Dartball 

5 

10:00 am  
     Bible Study 
11:30 am  
     Ladiesô Soc./  
     LWML 
7:00 pm WIT 
     Women in  
     Transition 
 
 

6                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7                        
 9:00 am  
     Clean-up Day 
10:00 am 
     Gym Ministry 
                           

8 

8:00 am Worship 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am  
     Worship/Com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26th Sunday  
Pentecost  

9 

6:30 pm Worship  
6:30 pm  
     Prayer Team 
 

 

10  

6:30 pm  
     Healthy Heart 
6:30 pm  
     Outreach Mtg. 
 
 

11  

10:00 am  
     NW Chapel 
7:30 pm Dartball 

12  

10:00 am  
     Bible Study 
6:45 pm 
    Womenôs Bible 
 
 
 

13  

 
 
 
 
 
 

14  

10:00 am 
     Gym Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15  

8:00 am  
     Worship/Com 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am Worship 
 
 

 
Newsletter  
Deadline  

 

27th Sunday  
Pentecost  

16  

6:30 pm  
     Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm Worship  
6:30 pm  
     Prayer Team 
 

17  

6:30 pm  
     Healthy Heart 
6:30 pm 
     Stephen Min. 

18  

8:30 am  
     NW Chapel 
7:30 pm Dartball 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

19  

10:00 am  
     Bible Study 
6:30 pm Mission &  
     Ministry Council 
6:45 pm  
     Womenôs Min.  

20  

1:30 pm 
     Luther Manor 
     Comm. Service 

21  

9:00 am 
     Mission Of Christ 
     Servant Event 
10:00 am 
     Gym Ministry 

22  

8:00 am Worship 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am  
     Worship/Com 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Last Sunday in 
the Church Year  

23  

6:30 pm  
     Worship/Com 
6:30 pm  
     Prayer Team 
 

24  

6:30 pm  
     Healthy Heart 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25  

8:30 am  
     NW Chapel 
7:00 pm Worship 
 
 
 
 

26  

9:00 am  
     Worship/Com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving  

27  

 

28  

10:00 am 
     Gym Ministry 

29  

8:00 am Worship 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Sunday of  
Advent  

 

30  

6:30 pm  
     Prayer Team 
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CLEAN-UP DAY, Saturday, November 7  
On Saturday, November 7, from 9:00 a.m. to noon we will be 
going around our the neighborhood either raking leaves or   
picking-up garbage and having a prayer 
walk.    

NOVEMBER 2009  9 

GROUPS & ORGANIZATIONS  

 

LADIESõ SOCIETY / LWML CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
The Ladiesõ Society / LWML will have their Annual Christmas Luncheon on Thursday,      
December 3, at Aliotos.  The social is at 11:30 a.m. and lunch at 12 noon.  The Acadia      
Players will perform òChristmas Pastó.  A sign-up sheet will be on the glass case in the  
narthex.  The cost is $15 per person.  Make checks out to Covenant Ladiesõ Society/LWML.  
The deadline to sign-up is Sunday, November 22.  Friends and family are welcome! 

  
 

FRUITCAKE SALE 
The famous MLHS Guild fruitcakes are being made November 2, 3, & 4 at Milwaukee Lutheran High School.  

Fruitcakes will be on sale at church between services starting in November and ending in early  December.    

Fruitcakes re $8 each.  They make great gifts for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Contact Eleanor Beckman at    

262-253-0925 or Jane Buck at 262ð 827-0534 for your fruitcake. 

 
 

3rd ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER - Saturday, December 12  
Use your talents to decorate a table for the upcoming Holiday Dinner on Saturday, December 12.  for 
more information, please call Dorothy Schultz at 414-463-8155 or Helen Koller at  414-463-8148.   

 
 

REACH OUT WITH WARMTH & LOVE  
The Ladiesô Society/LWML will again collect mittens, caps, scarves. This year our contribution will be 

given to the International Church of Zion, a French speaking congregation of African immigrants that 

meets at Benediction Lutheran Church.  Many of these people are not equipped for our winter.  We will 

be collecting from Sunday, November 15  - Sunday,  December 13.  Collection boxes will be in the Narthex.  

 

DOLLAR DAZE  
Brian & Nicole Valdes will be the recipients of the Dollar Daze collection in November.  Brian has been laid off 

from his job.  Nicole had just started at a new job after completing her schooling when she and one of their sons 

were in a severe auto accident.  By the grace of God the child was not hurt but Nicole was. They have no medical 

insurance and expenses are piling up. This is another member of our church family and we as a family must help 

each other.  Remember to bring an extra dollar on November 15 or 16! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 

�/�$�'�,�(�6�¶���6�2�&�,�(�7�<���/�:�0�/�� 
We will meet on Thursday, November 

5, at 11:30 a.m.  Bring a sandwich, 

coffee and dessert will be provided.  

Officer Meredith will speak on 

ñScams Perpetuated Against Seniorsò.  

All women are invited. 
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