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ñAfter Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judah, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem and asked, `Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We 

saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.ò (Matt 2:1-2) 
 

Many scenes of the birth of Jesus include three Wise Men.  In fact, we have several Nativity 

scenes in our own home that include these three men and their camels.  However, the visit of 

the Wise Men most likely came up to two years after the birth of Christ.  Even though the 

Wise Men are misplaced in our Nativity scenes and in movies like ñThe Nativity Story,ò their 

visit to the newborn King is very significant.  Who were these men and what was the          

importance of their visit? 
 

Notice that Matthewôs Gospel account uses the term ñMagi.ò  In the Old Testament, Daniel 

applied the term ñMagiò to a group of ñwise menò or astrologers who  interpreted dreams and 

messages of the gods.  These wise men who studied the stars saw a new star in the sky and 

followed it to the land of Judah.  They were no doubt familiar with the Old Testament   

prophecies about a new king who would come and save Israel.  Notice also that Matthew  

doesnôt tell us how many Magi there were.  We assume there were three because of the three 

gifts they brought to Jesus ï gold, incense, and myrrh.  There is a legend that their names were 

Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, but we have no way of knowing whether this legend is     

accurate. 
 

The evidence that the Wise Men, or Magi, came to visit Jesus as much as two years after his 

birth is found in Matthew 2:11.  Matthew says, ñOn coming to the house, they saw the child 

with his mother, Mary.ò  Mary and Joseph were no longer in a stable with the animals, but had 

found much more suitable accommodations in a house.  Further evidence is supplied by the 

fact that King Herod ordered all the boys in Bethlehem under two years of age to be killed 

(Matt 2:16). 
 

We celebrate the visit of the Magi each year at Epiphany, January 6.  The Magi were the first 

Gentiles to worship the newborn King.  For this reason Epiphany is often called the Gentile 

Christmas.  Just as the star led the Wise Men to Bethlehem and  revealed to them the Savior, 

we rejoice that Jesus has been revealed to us as our Savior and King.  The story of the Magi is 

a wonderful reminder that Jesus came into the world to be the Savior of all nations.   
 

May we continue to proclaim this One born in Bethlehem to be the Savior of all people and 

reach out to our neighborhood and community with the Good News of the Gospel. 
 

In His service, 
 

Pastor Voigt  
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From the 
Desk of the Pastor 
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The annual meeting was held on Sunday, December 7.  The first order of business was to elect members to the 

Mission and Ministry Council.  Jerry Gellert was elected to a second term as Vice President.  Jodi Winn was 

elected to a second term as Treasurer.  Elected as Members-at-Large were Linda Bath and John Wright.  We 

thank Judy Omet and John Engmann who have now completed their terms of service on the Council.  Their 

dedicated service and commitment to the Lord and His mission are very much appreciated. 

 

2009 Mission and Ministry Council: 

 President:  Doug Kressin  

 Vice President:  Jerry Gellert 

 Secretary:  Steve Dasher 

 Treasurer:  Jodi Winn 

Members at Large: Linda Bath 

    Bud Bolling 

    Diana Gutknecht 

    Jeanette Laesch 

    John Wright 

 

The second item of business was to adopt the 2009 budget.  The following is a summary of the budget adopted 

by the Voters: 

 

2009 Budget 

Missions:    14,600 

Covenant Early Childhood Center: 253,118 

Salaries and Allowances:  204,381 

Administration:     27,850 

Christian Education:   156,850 

Care of Godôs House:     66,000 
 

2009 TOTAL:  $722,799                       2008 TOTAL: $734,521 

 

 

FLOOD UPDATE  
On December 1, our attorney delivered a check to Covenant Lutheran Church from Guide One Insurance.  This 

payment reimbursed Covenant for the money spent related to flood damages.  We received money to         

compensate us for lost Child Care income and rental of facilities at Northwest Lutheran School as well as  

compensation for volunteer hours related to the flood.  We received partial compensation for items from the 

church basement that were water damaged and had to be discarded.  Our attorney, Mr. Jeff Schmeckpeper,  

offered tremendous assistance throughout this process.  A special thanks also to Keith Rosynek who put in 

more than 150 hours meeting with attorneys, insurance adjusters, engineers, and contractors over the past six 

months.  Keith continues to work with electrical contractors to arrange for final repairs of our church lighting 

system.  

REPORT FROM ANNUAL VOTERSô MEETING 
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Events  
Youth & Family  

Bible Study - Just 4 Girls!!!   

Girl Stuff  

Maturing In Christ  

We will be meeting for 8 weeks on  

Thursdays from 6:30 p.m. ï 7:30 p.m. 

 

January 15, 22, 29 

February 5, 12, 19 

March 5, 12 

 

Ages: 7th & 8th Grade Girls 
Youth Night  

Sunday, January 18  

Time: 2:00 p.m. -4:00 p.m. 

Place: The Irvine House 

4663 N. 109th St. 
Please bring  

a snack or drink to share. 

 

MISSION OF CHRIST COLLECTION 
Canned Fruits & Vegetables 
 

Join with Covenant in January as we share with the 
Mission of Christ community by collecting canned 
fruits and vegetables.  We will be collecting the items 
throughout the month of January.   

 

Place the items on the table in 
the narthex and let our less     
fortunate neighbors know that 
Covenant cares. 



 

PARISH LIFE  
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ALTAR GUILD  
Flo Ginter (L)  Shirley Parmelee   
Joan Baumann  Betty Rasmussen  
Georgia Cucinello  Evelyn Wagner  

Marge Krause    
  
 

USHERS  
8:00  10:45  

Keith Rosynek, Capt.  Gordon Geil, Capt.  
Jason Braatz  Everett Dassow  

Joe Krueger  Dan Gottsacker  
Bryan Meyer  Derrick Iverson  
Dale Meyer  Justin Kerby  

Leann Meyer  Bob Schultz  
Marcia Rosynek  Andrew Voigt  

Michael Weiss  Rick Winn  
Tim Wrangell     

CALLED TO HIS  
HEAVENLY HOME  

 

Harvey Baer  

      Nov. 1, 1945 -  Nov. 21, 2008  
 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS  
Profession of Faith 
December 14 -  Nicole Hoffmann      

and baptized son, Evan, 3142 N. 

79th St.; Milwaukee, WI  53222  

 

 

GREETERS  
 

January 4  
  8:00 am - Betty Rasmussen and Evelyn Wagner 
10:45 am - Jim & Renell Williams and Sylvia Bembenek 
  

January 11  
  8:00 am - Henry & Judy Weiss 
10:45 am - Bob & Dorothy Schultz 
 

January 18  
  8:00 am - Jim & Mary Miller 
10:45 am - Larry & Shirley Parmelee 
 

January 25  
  8:00 am - Jim & Sandra Wrangell 
10:45 am - Tom & Jane Buck 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS  
 & MEMORIALS  
 

Birthdayéééééééééé...é  $155.00  
Capital Campaignéééé.é..$1,236.00 

Food Pantryééééééééé...é $70.00 
Outreach ééééééééééé.é$135.00  

Snow Removal .éééééééé.$150.00 
Student Assistance éééééé..$50.00 
 

Foundation (gifts & memorials)  
 Bill Seefeld -$125.00  
  
 

òAt least there is one place I know Iõll never be downsized from 

and thatõs our church.ó 



 
 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

ñA Busy Ladyò 
 

Busy, busy, busy!  When trying to visit Norma Kremer at Luther Manor, it takes some time.  She is very active 

and interested in all hand work - knitting, crocheting, and especially quilting.  She goes to all the classes she 

can, like flower arranging, cooking, baking, and belongs to a choir.  She is also a ñclownò and belongs to the 

ñChucklesò group that brings lots of cheer to other residents. 
 

Much of her life was spent as a wife, a mother, and a school secretary for MPS and Cross Lutheran School.  In 

September 1936, she married Gilbert at Cross Lutheran Church where they belonged until they transferred to 

Covenant in January 1966.  Norma has two children, Judith lives in Appleton, WI and James lives in Fort 

Wayne, IN. 
 

Norma was born in Milwaukee on March 6, 1914 where she spent most of her life until she moved into Luther 

Manor in Wauwatosa almost 19 years ago.  While at Luther Manor, she has come to appreciate the short     

message and communion service that Pastor Voigt and the Covenant ladies put together each month for her 

and the other residents.  
 

When asked if she had a message to the congregation, she said, ñPlease say hello and Blessed Holidays to 

Roger Laesch!ò  It just so happened when she was the secretary at Cross Lutheran School when Mr. Laesch 

was the Principal.    
 

Norma Kremer 

4545 N. 92nd St., #2601 

Wauwatosa, WI  53225 
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School resumes after Christmas Break  

on Monday, January 5 

 

ITôS NOT TOO EARLY  

 TO BEGIN PLANNING FOR  

 THIS YEARôS NORTHWEST CLASSIC!    

 

The Northwest Classic is an annual basketball tournament held at Milwaukee Lutheran 

high School run each year by dozens of volunteers coming together.  The tournament will 

be held on  Friday, February 27 - Sunday, March 1.  If you would like to help please, call 

the Northwest office at 414-463-4040. 

 

Help needed, consists of scorekeepers, concession stand, tickets, 

information desk, security, and kitchen help. 

4119 N. 81 St., Milwaukee, WI   

414-463 -4040  

 

HUNGER TASK FORCE 
The slumping economy has stolen most of the cheer from this holiday season, probably the worst on record 

economically speaking, for an increasing number of people in the greater Milwaukee area.  Too many of 

our neighbors must choose between keeping a roof over their head or keeping food on the table.  Sadly, 

food usually comes last. 
 

Twenty of Milwaukeeôs most reputable homeless shelters and congregate meal sites receive free food and 

pass-through funding from Hunger Task Force.  But 

our federal commodity food credits are buying 33% 

less food than just four years ago.  The local poor and 

the emergency food programs serving them need your 

help during this time of unprecedented need.   
 

Lets reach out to those who are less fortunate and show 

them that someone cares.  If you would like to help 

place your non-perishable food in the barrel in the   

narthex or make a monetary donation and use the 

ñHelping Handsò Food Pantry envelopes found on the 

Ark and place them in the offering basket. 

 
 

PICK óN SAVE PIN-UPS  FOR INTERFAITH:   
Purchase Pick ón Save Pin-ups for $1 during 
the month of January at all Pick ón Save 
stores in Milwaukee County.  As you check 
out your   groceries, tell the cashier you would 
like to   purchase a pin-up.  Your support is 
greatly   appreciated and helps us ñlink older 
adu l t s  w i t h  a  ca r ing            
communityò.  Thanks to Pick ón 
Save for offering us this    
fundraising opportunity.  

HELPING OUR COMMUNITY  
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BIRTHDAYS 
CHURCH INFO & STAFF 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE: 414-464-2410 

WEB SITE:  covenantlutheran.net 

E-MAIL:  covenantlutheran@sbcglobal.net 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Friday; 8 am - 1:30 pm 

 (Closed Fridays - June, July & August) 

Pastor:  Steven Voigt  

Director of Youth & Family: Jennifer Charles 

Director of Music:  Linda Krueger 

Church Secretary:  Christy Irvine 
 

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD INFO  

EARLY CHILDHOOD PHONE :  414-438-9712 

E-MAIL: covenantlkids1@sbglobal.net 

EARLY CHILDHOOD HOURS :   

 Monday - Friday; 6 am - 6 pm 

Director:  Marcia Rosynek 
 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Sunday - 8 am & 10:45 am 

Monday - 6:30 pm 

Family Education Hour: Sunday - 9:30 am   

 Communion Service: 

 1st & 3rd Sunday - 8 am 

 2nd & 4th Sunday - 10:45 am  

 last Monday -  6:30 pm 
   

 

SPECIAL SERVICES 

Ash Wednesday, February 6, at 1 pm & 7 pm 

Lenten Services: 

 Wednesdays at 1 pm & 7 pm 

Advent: Services: 

    Wednesdays at 1 pm & 7 pm 

Childrenôs Christmas Service: TBA 

Christmas Eve Candlelight at 4 pm & 7 pm 

Christmas Day at 10 am 

New Yearôs Eve at 6 pm 

January 1  

Dennis Eiff  

Carolyn Kramer  

Kelly Orlove  

January 2  

John Engmann  

Frederick Klett, IV  

Miles Menos  

Jon Post  

January 3  

Amy Bryan  

Carol Ihlenfeld  

Stephanie Webster  

January 4  

Paul Beiderwieden  

January 5  

Nicole Boehler  

Bud Bolling  

Keith Rosynek  

January 6  

Jane Buck  

January 7  

Auggie Hottinger  

Leon Kramer  

January 8  

Peyton Tingue  

January 9  

Flo Ginter  

January 10  

Sue Beckman  

Patricia Bowen  

Leah Ihlenfeld  

Heidi Tinque  

January 12  

Pamela Mente  

January 13  

Alaina Subotnik  
 

 

January 14  

Linda Post  

January 15  

Ken Post  

January 17  

Dawn Balistreri  

Elsie Szalai  

January 18  

Joel Albright  

Rebecca Roller  

Arnold Zahn  

January 19  

Joyce Wagner  

January 22  

Barbara Miller  

January 23  

Nicholas Bryan  

January 24  

Sue Dettmann  

Anthony Lair  

Tyler Schroeder  

January 25  

Bob Zeman  

January 26  

Bernice Holling  

Ken Rasch  

Erna Roenspies  

January 27  

Bill Peter  

Marilyn Rades  

January 28  

Selma Repaty  

January 30  

Marion Braatz  
 

 

 

ANNIVERSARY  

 

THANK YOU  
 

Thank you to all who gave so            

generously for Thanksgiving Baskets 

this year.  We received $805 which we 

used to help 3 families with Thanksgiving meals and also 3 families with food at Christmas 

time!  Additional money was used to purchase Pick óN Save and Sentry gift certificates to   

provide further assistance to those in need. 

 

 

January 15  

Marty & Cheryl Larsen  
 

If your birthday or anniversary 
was omitted, please call the 
Church Office (414 - 464 -2410)  
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2006 ASSIGNED ELDER AREAS BY ZIP CODES & ALPHABETICALLY 

JANUARY 2009 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
  

 

  
1 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Yearôs Day 

2                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

10:00 am  
    Gym Ministry 

 
                                 

4 

8:00 am  
    Worship/Com 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Epiphany of the 

Lord  

5 

6:30 pm Worship 
6:30 pm  
    Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm  
    Prayer Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 

4:30 pm PS Conf. 
6:30 pm  
    Healthy Heart 
6:30 pm 
    Stephen Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

8:30 am  
    NW Chapel 
7:30 pm Dartball 

8 

10:00 am  
    Bible Study 
6:30 pm 
    Mission Council 
6:45 pm  
    Womenôs Bible 
 
 
 

 

9 

 
 
 
 
 

 

10  

10:00 am  
    Gym Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11  

8:00 am Praise 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am  
    Worship/Com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism  
of  Our Lord  

12  

6:30 pm Worship 
6:30 pm  
    Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm  
    Prayer Team 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13  

4:30 pm PS Conf. 
6:30 pm  
    Healthy Heart 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14  

8:30 am  
    NW Chapel 
7:30 pm Dartball 
 
 
 

15  

10:00 am  
    Bible Study 
6:30 pm Jr. High 
     Girlôs Bible  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline  

16  

 

17  

9:00 am - noon 
    Mission of  
    Christ 
    Servant Event 
10:00 am  
    Gym Ministry 

18  

8:00 am  
    Worship/Com 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am  Worship 
2:00 pm  
    Youth Night @  
     Irvine House 
 
 
 

 

2nd after  
Epiphany  

19  

6:30 pm Worship 
6:30 pm  
    Prayer Team 

20  

4:30 pm PS Conf. 
6:30 pm  
    Healthy Heart 
6:30 pm  
   Stephen Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21  

8:30 am  
    NW Chapel 
7:30 pm Dartball 
 
 
 

22  

10:00 am  
    Bible Study 
6:30 pm Jr. High 
     Girlôs Bible  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23  

 

24  

10:00 am  
    Gym Ministry 

25  

8:00 am Worship 
9:30 am FEH 
10:45 am  
    Worship/Com 
6:00 pm  
    Youth Night 
   
 
 
 
 

3rd  after  
Epiphany  

26  

6:30 pm  
     Worship/Com 
6:30 pm  
    Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm  
    Prayer Team 

27  

4:30 pm PS Conf. 
6:30 pm  
    Healthy Heart 

28  

8:30 am  
    NW Chapel 
7:30 pm Dartball 

29  

10:00 am  
    Bible Study 
6:30 pm Jr. High 
     Girlôs Bible  

30  31  

10:00 am  
    Gym Ministry 



 

Recipe of the Month 
ñTaco Saladò 

Submitted by Judy Omet 
 

1/2 head of chopped lettuce 1 small chopped onion 
2 lbs. ground beef 1 can chili beans 
2 pkgs. Durkee Taco Seasoning 2-3 c. shredded cheese 
3 diced tomatoes 1/2 bottle Green Goddess Salad Dressing 
1 diced green pepper  1/2 bottle creamy onion salad dressing 
1 bag crushed Doritos 

 
In a large frying pan, brown beef and add in taco seasoning as directed on pkg and let cool slightly (this will 
prevent lettuce from wilting and cheese from melting).   
 
Option 1: Mix browned beef and remaining ingredients together in large bowl and serve.   
 
Option 2: Serve ingredients separate, ñTaco Barò style. 
 
Please note, all ingredients are approximate.  There is no real recipe to this salad. 

FAMILY FUN PAGE 
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CELL PHONE VS. BIBLE   

 Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our  
Bible  like we treat  our cell  phone ? 

 

 What if we carried   it around in our purses or pockets?  
 

 What if we flipped   through it several times a day?  
 

 What if we turned   back to go get it if we forgot it?  
 

 What if we used it   to receive messages from the text?  
 

 What if we treated   it like we couldn't live without it?  
 

 What if we gave it   to Kids as gifts?  
 

 What if we used it   when we traveled?  
 

 What if we used it   in case of emergency?  
 

 This is something   to make you go....hmm...where is my Bible?  
 

Oh, and one more   thing.   Unlike our cell   phone, we don ' t have to worry  
about our Bible being  disconnected because   Jesus already paid the   bill.  

 

 Makes you stop and think,  where are my priorities? And  no dropped calls!  

http://us.f654.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=thompsonlaura2000@Cell


 

THINGS CHILDREN LEARN IN SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

YOUôLL GET YOUR QUILT 
Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson was about.  
 

The daughter answered, 'Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt.'  
 

Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed. Later in the day, the pastor stopped by for 
tea and the Mom asked him what that morning's Sunday school lesson was about.  
 

He said 'Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming.'  
 
 
 

GOD IS LEFT HANDED  
Little Johnny was spending the weekend with his grandmother after a particularly trying week 
in kindergarten. His grandmother decided to take him to the park on Saturday morning. It 

had been snowing all night and everything was beautiful.  
 

His grandmother remarked..."doesn't it look like an artist painted this scenery? Did you know 
God painted this just for you?"  
 

Johnny said, "Yes, God did it and he did it left handed."  
 

This confused his grandmother a bit, and she asked him "What makes you 
say God did this with his left hand?"  
 

"Well," said Johnny, "we learned at Sunday School last week that Jesus sits 

on God's right hand so he HAD to use his left hand!"  

FAMILY FUN PAGE cont...  
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